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Course Overview

• The Class:
– Will cover areas of law pertinent to 

computer science professionals.
– Will focus on practical issues 

regularly confronted by computer 
science professionals and others.

• Topics will include:
– The main areas of IP law:

• Patents, Copyrights, Trademarks, Trade 
Secrets

• Current issues of interest in each area

– IP related contract issues:
• Open source
• Other license, non-disclosure and non-

compete issues

– Practical business formation issues.



Course Overview
• Limited readings.
• All materials supplied (free!)

– Handouts in class
– Posted to the web

• Classroom presentations on 
each topic.

• Participation encouraged.
• Guest speakers (e.g., Yahoo!,

Google, others)
• Class project – Two Options:

– Prepare an Information 
Disclosure Statement (the first 
step in the patent process)

– Prepare a Copyright Registration 
for an original work of authorship

• Pass/Fail only – no grade option



“Intellectual Property”

• Creations of the mind given legal 
protections often associated with real 
and personal property.

• Commonly referred to the rights 
conferred by the following fields of law:
– Patent
– Trademark
– Copyright
– Trade secret and unfair competition
– Right of publicity

• IP law gives individuals and businesses:
– Property rights in their creations.
– Through the opportunity to profit, the 

economic incentive to create.



Thomas Jefferson
Letter to Isaac McPherson, August. 13, 

1813:

“If nature has made any one thing less 
susceptible than all others of exclusive 
property, it is the action of the thinking 
power called an idea, which an 
individual may exclusively possess as 
long as he keeps it to himself; but the 
moment it is divulged, it forces itself in 
to the possession of every one, and the 
receiver cannot dispossess himself of 
it… 



Thomas Jefferson
“That ideas should freely spread from one 

to another over the globe, for the moral 
and mutual instruction of man, an 
improvement of his condition, seems to 
have been peculiarly and benevolently 
designed by nature, when she made 
them, like fire, expansible over all 
space…”

“Inventions then cannot, in nature, be a 
subject of property.  Society may give 
an exclusive right to the profits arising 
from them, as an encouragement to men 
to pursue ideas which may produce 
utility, but this may or may not be done, 
according to the will and convenience of 
the society, without claim or complaint 
from any body.”



Intellectual Property Sources
United States Constitution
Article 1, section 8:
The Congress shall have power . . .

(3) To regulate Commerce 
with foreign Nations, and among the 
several States . . . 

(8) To promote the Progress 
of Science and useful Arts, by 
securing for limited Times to 
Authors and Inventors the exclusive 
Right to their respective Writings 
and Discoveries . . . 

Article 6:
This Constitution, and the Laws of the 

United States, which shall be made 
in Pursuance thereof . . . shall be the 
supreme Law of the Land



The IP “Big 3”

Patents, Copyrights 
and Trademarks



PATENTS

• Granted by the US government.
• Give the inventor/assignee the 

right to exclude all others from:
– making, using, selling, offering to 

sell or importing the invention within 
the US and its territories for 20 years.

• The main IP asset that most 
companies rely on to protect their 
innovations and to maintain a 
competitive advantage.

• Patent law:
– Stimulates private investment in new, 

useful and nonobvious technologies 
by promising inventors exclusive 
rights for a limited time.



COPYRIGHTS
• Protects “original works of 

authorship” by authors, artists, and 
others from unauthorized copying.

• Copyright protection extends 
broadly to include literary, musical 
and dramatic works, sound 
recordings, computer programs, 
etc. 

• Copyrights protect expression, not 
ideas (patent law).

• Copyright protection:
– Attracts investment to the production 

and distribution of literary and artistic 
works by promising authors and 
artists exclusive rights for a limited 
period.



TRADEMARKS

• Usually a word, phrase or a symbol or 
combination thereof that is used to 
distinguish goods and services.

• Examples:
– Company names, company logos, and 

mottoes.

• A “service mark” is the same as a 
trademark, except that it identifies the 
source of a service rather than a product

• Trademark protection:
– Encourages businesses to invest in the 

names and slogans that signify the source of 
their goods and services by prohibiting 
competitors from using these same symbols 
on their own products.



Trademark Examples









Copyright Examples



2Pac – “Me Against The World”



2Pac – “Me Against The World”



Patent Examples



L. Page’s “PageRank” Patent



InterTrust DRM Patent





Overture Paid Search Patent







Smuckers Crustless Sandwich







Wine Tasting Straw



What is claimed is: 

1. A wine tasting straw, comprising: 

(a) a conduit that includes an opening at 
each end thereof; and 

(b) an opening through a wall of said 
conduit that is disposed intermediate said 
each end of said conduit, wherein said 
opening through a wall includes a cross-
sectional area that is smaller than a cross-
sectional area of said opening at each end 
thereof and wherein when a first end of 
said conduit is disposed in a fluid sufficient 
so that a lower one of said openings at each 
end is disposed in said fluid, said opening 
through a wall of said conduit is not 
disposed in said fluid. 



Nike Glasses



Nike Glasses



Quick Change Pants



Bird Diaper



Anti-Eating Face Mask



Reanimated Head – “666”



Reanimated Head



Butt Kicking Machine



You Can’t Please ‘Em All
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